SENTENCE PATTERN TERMINOLOGY

S
The subject is the topic (nouns/pronouns) of the sentence—what the sentence is about.

V
The verb tells what the subject is doing or what is happening.





                S
  V

The human brain functions in complex ways.

CC
A coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) connects parts of a sentence that are of equal importance or weight.




                       
                    CC




The human brain functions in complex ways, and researchers still do not understand it.

CA
Conjunctive adverbs create logical connections between ideas.





                            CA

The human brain functions in complex ways.  However, researchers do understand it.

SC
Subordinating conjunctions introduce dependent clauses that join two ideas by making one dependent on the other. 

            SC
    DC

                                                   IC

Because the human brain functions in complex ways, researchers do not understand it.

RP
Relative pronouns rename or take the place of nouns and introduce dependent clauses.



                  RP


The human brain, which functions in complex ways, remains a mystery to researchers.

IC
An independent clause contains a subject and a verb and can stand alone as a complete sentence—hence the term independent.

                 S          V

The human brain functions in complex ways.

DC
A dependent clause contains a subject and a verb, but unlike an independent clause, cannot stand alone as a complete sentence—hence the word dependent. Dependent clauses are created by adding a subordinating conjunction or relative pronoun to the beginning of the clause.

   SC                               S            V

Because the human brain functions in complex ways

                               RP/S         V

Which functions in complex ways

SIMPLE SENTENCES

1 independent clause

IC (S + V)

  


                                S              V

Photography is an interesting hobby.

COMPOUND SENTENCES

2 independent clauses

IC, CC IC

               IC                                                      CC        IC

Photography is an interesting hobby, but it can also be a great career choice. 

IC; IC 






      IC


            IC

Photography is an interesting hobby; it can also be a great career.

IC; CA, IC



   IC                                                    CA                IC

Photography is an interesting hobby; however, it can also be a great career choice.

COMPLEX SENTENCES

1 independent clause and 1 dependent clause

DC, IC


                   SC
            DC                                                            IC

Even though photography is an interesting career, it can get expensive.

IC DC



             IC                                                        SC                DC 

Photography is an interesting hobby even though it can be expensive.

COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCES

At least 2 independent clauses and 1 dependent clause

DC, IC, CC IC

   SC           DC                                                      IC                                                                    CC         IC

Since I have always loved photography, I have decided to make a career out of it, and I will succeed.

IC, CC IC DC

        IC
                                                          CC         IC                                           SC                 DC

I have decided to be a photojournalist, and I plan to travel the world even though I am afraid to fly.

IC DC, CC IC

            IC
                                                 SC           DC                            CC          IC

I have decided to be a photojournalist since I love taking pictures, and I am going to succeed.

